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Rescue, Relief, and Recovery
In light of the terrible earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12, | want to share with you parts of an article
written by Indiana United Methodist Bishop Michael Coyner, to help you understand the church's role in the
rescue, relief and recovery effort.

"The terrible aftermath of the devastating earthquake in Haiti has reminded us once again of the wonderful
capacity of humanity to respond to the needs of others. It also reminds us that we need to be clear about the
various ways we can help, along with the "phases" of assistance which will be required.”

There are three distinct phases to Disaster Response, each one usually taking about ten times as long as the

preceding phase. These phases are:

1. Rescue-this is the time when the emergency response focuses upon finding survivors, getting them to
emergency help, and assessing the size and scope of the tragedy. This is best done by police, fire de-
partments, EMS teams, the National Guard and other military. This was the initial response in Haiti once
forces were mobilized.

2. Relief-this phase begins during the later part of the Rescue phase, and it usually lasts about 10 times as
long as the Rescue phase. This phase is all about helping people to be "safe, secure, and sanitary." In
the US, by federal law, this task is given primarily to the Red Cross, and that is also true in international
situations with the International Red Cross. The Relief phase in Haiti will last many months.

3. Recovery-this phase, which often lasts 10 times as long as the Relief phase, is the longest and most de-
manding phase of Disaster Response. It often is led by church groups, faith groups, and other NGO's
(non-governmental organizations). UMCOR, our United Methodist Committee on Relief, often begins its
work during the Relief phase and continues through the Recovery phase long after the Red Cross and
other emergency and relief groups have left the disaster. The goal of Recovery is simply to help people
get back to somewhere near their original condition before the disaster.

The news reports today estimates loss of life to be approximately 200,000 people with one and half million
homeless. It's also reported that 25 American's have lost their lives. Two of those 25 people were UMCOR
staff (Sam Dixon and Clinton Rabb) in Haiti helping with the recovery effort from floods and hurricanes that hit
Haiti two years ago.

Clearly, the people in Haiti need to be in our prayers and they will need our help. The best way to help right
now is through monetary donations. If you want to help UMCOR, make a check out to Leo UMC and note on
it "Haiti emergency." One hundred percent of your gift will go to the recovery effort in Haiti. You may also
want to give to the Red Cross or "Jesus in Haiti," the ministry that Mark Warsco shared about on Sunday,
January 17.

Our vision as a church is "To be a loving and spiritually growing community of God's people; united, faithful,
inspired and empowered to serve God." Helping those in need in Haiti is a great way for us to live out our
vision.

In Christ's love

Tt

Additional Ways To Help With Haiti

The Northeast District of the United Methodist Church are collecting health kits to send to Haiti.
Very specific information about the contents of a health kit is available in the church office. The two
churches that are collecting these kits are Fort Wayne Sonrise UMC and Fort Wayne Saint Joseph
UMC. Sonrise will be shipping its on February 21st, and Saint Joseph will be shipping kits on
February 28th.
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Led by Donna Jean Hankey, Moms Matter provides
an oasis during the busy week for moms to meet,
enjoy fellowship, but more important, leave feeling
enlightened, enriched and having spent their time well.

Moms Matter meets every other Tuesday during the
school year from 12:30-2:00 PM. The next meeting is
February 9. Childcare is provided by dedicated and
loving women of the church. Consider taking some
time to refresh yourself, by attending the next Moms
Matter meeting!
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